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Ladies and Gentlemen, dear colleagues, 

(Introduction) 

It is an honour to be invited to deliver some concluding remarks today at 

this important event.  

“Worsening levels and wider geographical coverage” is what the report 

concludes. These findings show that there is something broken in the 

global and local food systems. And now the COVID-19 pandemic has 

highlighted further how unsustainable our global food system is.  

Hunger continues to hit the most fragile contexts and the most 

vulnerable social groups the most, and especially women, girls and 

children. We should be highly concerned with the situation. 

I was particularly shaken up by the fact that 39 countries and territories - 

out of the 55 that appear in the 2021 Report - have consistently been 

recording an increase in the number of ‘acutely food insecure’. 

This has climbed dramatically from 94 million people in 2016 to 147 

million people in 2020! A 56 per cent rise; that’s a disaster. 

Clearly, there is something structurally wrong as 70 per cent of food 

crisis hot spots in 2020 are the same ones as those in 2016. 

We have a good understanding of the root causes – whether they be 

conflicts, economic shocks, or climate change, and more recently COVID 

– and that they are putting unsustainable strain on agri-food systems. 

The problem is how to reverse these long-term trends that undermine 

the ability of agri-food systems to feed people. 

We must concentrate our efforts on building a sustainable and equitable 

food system. A far-sighted commitment and actions that run into the 



long term are required to reverse these trends and to prevent crises 

happening in the future. 

(EU efforts) 

The European Green Deal is our roadmap to a green, sustainable and 

inclusive recovery. It is a unique chance to build back better and its 

success will depend on delivering not only in the EU, but importantly 

beyond the EU.  

With the global perspective set, the EU’s external action to support the 

implementation of the Green Deal weighs in heavily on the need for a 

fair, healthy and sustainable food system.  

A year ago this month, our new ‘Farm to Fork Strategy’ was adopted and 

it set out a transformational agenda for agri-food systems.  

We are convinced that this strategy will make a difference. We are 

enhancing international partnerships in addressing sustainable 

agriculture, nutrition and human development as big policy themes for 

the programming exercise that defines our next external budgetary cycle, 

Global Europe. 

As well as directing financial support to where it is needed, our action is 

also characterised by a number of building blocks critical important to 

fighting food crises and let me mention a few. 

(Building blocks) 

The first one is that we are promoting big transformative initiatives 

related to food and nutrition security, and to sustainable agri-food 

systems through Team Europe approach. Team Europe has raised 

close to 40 billion euros to help our partner countries deal with the social 

and economic consequences of the pandemic.  



The transition to sustainable agri-food systems has a key objective of 

social sustainability, which means achieving food and nutrition 

security and resilience to crises. This is the case, for example, with 

the Great Green Wall along the Sahel-Horn of Africa Belt, and our work 

on cocoa in Western African countries.  

The second building block is continuing to work with multilateral 

actors and partners for effective partnership and coordination. 

We look forward in particular to supporting the international agenda 

and important upcoming multilateral events. This year, September’s UN 

Food Systems Summit and December’s Nutrition for Growth Summit are 

key examples of where our involvement is essential.  

We look forward to ambitious outcomes from all of these processes 

that will catalyse the transformation of food systems, with a ‘right to 

food approach’, and indicate clear actionable agendas. 

And the third and final pillar is to continue tackling hunger and 

food security through effective humanitarian-development-peace 

nexus. My Directorate-General works closely with DG ECHO and 

humanitarian agencies in all fragile and conflict-affected areas that are in 

need of assistance based on joint analyses and data. A strong 

collaboration between humanitarian, development, and peace actors is 

one we stand fully behind in the “Global Network against Food 

Crises”. 

I wish to underline my appreciation for the Global Report on Food 

Crises, which is the evidence-based and consensus-based global 

reference for food crises worldwide. I personally contributed to 

conceive and launch this initiative back in 2016 and I am proud to see 

how far we have come since then. 



This is a critical platform for joint analysis and for addressing the 

challenges of food crises. It will continue to have our full support in its 

work. 

Thank you for your attention. 


