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COVID-19 compounding effect on food insecurity 

COVID-19 potentially 
places an additional 
burden on agri-food 
systems exacerbating 
acute food insecurity in 
countries with food 
crisis.

135 million
people in Crisis or worse
(IPC/CH Phase 3+)

183 million
people in Stress  (IPC/CH 2) 

In addition:

Key Drivers

GRFC: Pre-COVID-19

nearly 690 million
People were estimated to be 
chronically food insecure

SOFI: Pre-COVID-19



A general worsening of acute food insecurity compared to 2019



Burkina Faso

3.3 million people in Crisis (CH 3+)

Including 0.5M in Emergency (CH 4) 
and 11 000 in Catastrophe (CH 5)

In addition:

5.3 million
People in IPC/CH 2

Key Drivers 

21.8 million people in Crisis or worse (IPC Phase 3+)

Including 5.7M in Emergency (IPC 4)

In addition:

20 million
People in IPC/CH 2

Key Drivers 

Conflict/insecurity Economic shocks

Disease outbreak (EVD)

Conflict/insecurity

Displacement

Displacement

Democratic Republic of the Congo

Weather extremes



COVID-19 outbreak 
policy measures / 

responses
• Border closure
• Restrictions on 

movement (individuals 
and merchandise) 

• Curfews
• Closing of some 

categories of markets 
(street and open 
markets)

disruptions to 
agricultural 

production, markets 
and food supply 

chains

reduction in 
employments, 
incomes and 

purchasing power 

Food systems

Economic activity

Livelihoods
compromised by:

• Unemployment
• Loss of incomes
• Reduced remittances
• Collapse of farm prices
• Increase of prices in urban 

markets

Impact on food security

Urban poor Rural areas IDPs

Highly dependency 
on:
• Informal labour
• markets

• Lack of access to inputs
• Difficulties to move 

produce to markets:

Pastoralists

• Disruptions of livestock 
markets 

• Lack of access to inputs 
and health services

• Movement restrictions ( 
transhumance)

WOMEN

- lower prices
- lower production
- expansion of production 

in environmentally 
sensitive areas

• Movement 
restrictions

• Limited market 
access

• Limited labour 
opportunities

Pathways in which COVID-19 affected food security and agri-food systems



Relaxation of restrictive 
measures and 

implementation of 
conducive policies 

supporting agri-food 
sector

Gradual stabilization of 
markets and food supply 

chains, but some constraints  
in terms of access to 

agricultural inputs, labour
and markets will have longer-

term implications

Short-term disruption of food systems, 
and consequent economic crisis have

long-term impact on 
livelihoods especially of 

vulnerable people

Pathways in which COVID-19 affected food security and agri-food systems



• Since the majority of the vulnerable groups rely on agriculture for their livelihoods, the 
pandemic is triggering a re-think of the functionality and resilience of agri-food systems 
under stress

• The challenges in responding to the pandemic have further stressed the need to reorganize 
the way crises are handled

• Saving the livelihoods and ensuring food security and nutrition of vulnerable groups should 
be the priority of government and humanitarian/development partners through inter alia 
the scaling up of social protection systems to include ‘’new’’ vulnerable groups emerging 
from the crises, and preserving and protecting agricultural livelihoods

• Importance of monitoring the evolution of the food security situation needs, understanding 
vulnerabilities, and better linking risk and predictive analysis to anticipatory actions

COVID-19 and beyond: what are we learning?



Addressing the urgent issues arising from the COVID-19 pandemic 
in food crisis contexts is crucial. However it should not detract attention 

from a sustainable and inclusive transformation of food systems

www.fightfoodcrises.net

Global Network Against Food Crises website:


