
 

1 
 

OFFICE OF THE SPECIAL ENVOY  
OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

FOR THE UNITED NATIONS FOOD SYSTEMS SUMMIT 
 

Remarks by the Special Envoy 
 at the Launch of the  

5th Edition of the Global Report on Food Crises 
05 May 2021 
(As Prepared) 

 
Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen -   Good afternoon from Nairobi, Kenya!  

It is a pleasure to join you for the launch of the 5th edition of the Global Report on Food Crises. I 
wish to thank the leadership of the European Commission, FAO and WFP and all humanitarian and 
development actors, for this invitation to join you today.  

To all those who have contributed to the preparation of this very credible and informative report, 
thank you. Your work will serve globally in building resilient food systems to sustainably address 
food crises as well as contribute to developing solutions towards recovery from extreme climate 
events, conflict, and other stresses and shocks adversely impacting on our economy like the 
ongoing Covid-19 pandemic. 

 As of April 2021, the World Food Programme (WFP) estimates that 296 million people in the 
35 countries where it works are without sufficient food—111 million more people than in April 
2020.  

 The Covid-19 pandemic has eroded gains we had strived to achieve in the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development, threatening to reverse years of progress. The pandemic has also 
exacerbated already high levels of hunger and malnutrition (SDG 2) and inequality (SDG 10) 
worldwide especially for the vulnerable population. Children are bearing the brunt of this effect 
and severely malnourished with millions either wasted or stunted in growth. 

 Locust outbreaks in the last 2- 3 years are further compounding the food crises situation across 
countries in East Africa, the Middle East and South Asia. The latest outbreak in East Africa is 
said to be one of the worst locust plagues in decades. 

 The impact of conflict on food security is another vicious cycle that leads to hunger and 
malnutrition while affecting any form of socio-economic development in a country.  Countries 
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that have disruptions in peace and consistent conflict have the most severe cases of food 
insecurity and malnutrition, sometimes with over half their populations deprived of food.  

We must seize the opportunity provided by our global efforts to promote peace and conflict 
resolution, climate change mitigation and the drive to “build back better” from the Covid-19 crisis 
to strengthen our commitment to implement the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda.  

As we work towards meeting the objectives of the 2030 Agenda and the Paris Agreement on 
Climate Change, our opportunities lie in transforming our food systems to promote healthier 
populations – that have access to safe, sufficient and nutritious food, equitable livelihoods, a 
healthier natural environment, and more resilient societies.  

(i) The 2021 UN Food System Summit 

The Secretary General launched the 2021 Food System Summit to catalyse action and get us back 
on track. Food is central to  

The Summit's key priority is to deliver on the 2030 Agenda while addressing how we produce, 
process, and consume food; and the impact this would have on people, planet and prosperity.  

All stakeholders from the worlds of science, business, policy, academia, healthcare, as well as 
farmers, indigenous people, youth organizations, consumer groups, environmental activists  are 
invited to engage through structures and processes of the 2021 Food Systems Summit which are 
ongoing globally with the aim of identifying game changing ideas that can lead to bold 
commitments and calls for action in the transformation of our food systems.  

These are:  

 The Action Tracks – five in total (access to safe and nutritious food for all; shifting to 
sustainable consumption patterns; boosting nature-positive production; advancing 
equitable livelihoods; and building resilience to vulnerabilities, shocks and stresses). These 
are complemented by four Levers of Change – human rights, gender, innovation and 
finance; 

 The Food Systems Summit Dialogues – both government-led and independent – Over 110 
countries have committed to lead dialogues at National Level.  

 An independent Scientific Group constituted of various scientists and research organisations 
to help us have evidence-based decisions and actions; 

 A UN Task Force, chaired by the Executive Director of UNEP, which brings together over 40 
system entities, as well as the World Bank, WTO and GEF, in support of this process; 

 Constituency Engagements – multi-stakeholder and multi-sectoral interactions; 
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 Champions Network - multi-actor Food Systems Champions. 

The Summit received the 1st wave of 1200 ideas through the December 2020 and February 2021. 
These have been consolidated into 107 potential game-changing propositions that fall across 15 
Action Areas. There is a 2nd wave of ideas expected by the end of May 2021 which will augment 
the 15 Action Areas and fill any identified gaps.  

After consolidation with the support of the Scientific Group and multiple stakeholder 
consultations, Action Areas could be the starting point of coalitions of action which could help 
national governments & multi-stakeholders adopt, on a voluntary basis, transformational 
pathways, associated policy and behavioral shifts towards more sustainable food systems.  

We hope that our various engagements and activities across the world will culminate in 
commitments and bold call for actions to be shared by Member States and other sectoral actors 
at the Pre-Summit in July and the Summit in September. 

(ii) How can we leverage the objectives of the Global Network toward the outcomes of the UN 
Food Systems Summit? 

1. At present we have a population close to 7 billion in the world that needs to be safe and 
nutritious food. By 2030 and 2050 it is estimated that this population will rise to about 8.6 and 
10 billion, respectively. We need to plan to meet the needs for safe, sufficient and nutritious 
food for our population not only for today but also the future through establishing efficient, 
sustainable, inclusive and resilient food systems. 

2. The UN Food Systems Summit “Action Track 1:  Access to safe and nutritious food for all” is 
well aligned to support the objectives of the Sustainable Development Goals and the Global 
Network to promote food security. Following the rigorous engagements, dialogues and 
conversations through the UN Foods System Summit we have come up with 3 Action Areas 
under AT1 which we perceive as the starting point of coalitions for our global action.  These 
are: (i) Promote Food Security; (ii) Improve Access to Nutritious Food and (iii) Making Food 
Safe. 

3. Scientific evidence has shown as that our sustainable food systems and their value chains have 
the potential to help us “build back better” and also accelerate the progress with achieving the 
17 Sustainable Development Goals. As you deliberate today on solutions to enhance our global 
food security it will be good to remember that these need also to be backed by data and 
scientific evidence as it is the only way we can assess the impact of our actions, inform policy 
decision making and measure if we are on the right track. The UN Food Systems Summit has 
an independent Scientific Group constituted of various scientists and research organisations to 
help us synthesize all inputs into the work of the Food Systems Summit and make evidence-
based decisions and actions.  
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4. Through the Food Systems Pre-Summit in July 2021 and Summit in September 2021 we have 
opportunities for further collaboration where I do believe, we will identify and agree on new 
workable solutions and perspectives, that will transform and strengthen the resilience of our 
food systems for a “better tomorrow", for our people, our planet and generations to come.  

Thank you once again for this invitation and I congratulate the Global Network for launch of 2021 
Global Report on Food Crises and support in the process of the 2021 Food Systems Summit. 

I also look forward to our continued collaboration and collective action towards the 2030 
Sustainable Development Agenda and beyond.  

 

Thank you! 


