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Chair’s summary 

Background: Over the last five years, the number of people experiencing acute hunger and requiring urgent 

food, nutrition and livelihood assistance has doubled, according to the annual Global Report on Food Crises. 

This year’s edition indicates alarming increases in the number of people in the most severe phases of acute food 

insecurity, recording unprecedented levels of acute hunger worldwide, including countries that have seen 

similar levels of hunger in previous years with corresponding investments that have failed to turn the tide on 

the climbing numbers of food insecure families. Conflict and insecurity, weather extremes, and economic 

shocks (including COVID-19-related effects since 2020) constitute the three primary drivers, often interlinked 

and mutually reinforcing with climate change acting as a risk multiplier. The war in Ukraine has already caused 

extensive damage and sparked massive displacement. As hostilities continue unabated, agricultural 

production is constrained and the export of produce blocked, exerting additional upward pressure on 

international food commodity prices to the detriment of economically vulnerable countries. While certain food-

crisis countries are of particular concern due to their high dependency on both food and fertiliser imports from 

Ukraine and the Russian Federation, food systems worldwide are strained by these multiple simultaneous 

threats, with resulting projections of food insecurity indicating unparalleled alarming levels.  

The world is paying attention and multilateral action is led by the Global Crisis Response Group on Food, Energy 

and Finance (GCRG), set up by UN Secretary General Guterres; the Food and Agricultural Resilience Mission 

(FARM) initiative by the French Presidency of the EU; the Global Alliance for Food Security (GAFS) by the German 

Presidency of the G7 and the World Bank Group; the Doha Programme of Action adopted at the 5th UN 

Conference for Least Developed Countries; the “Solidarity Lanes” initiative by the European Union; and the 

“Roadmap for Global Food Security–Call to Action” proposed by the United States. 

Round table policy Dialogue: Hosted by the European Union Delegation to the United Nations in New York 

and the Global Network Against Food Crises with special guest Mr. David Nabarro of the Global Crisis Response 

Group, more than fifty Delegates from the Permanent Mission in New York participated in the Round Table 

Policy Dialogue to consider the next policy actions required to address global acute food insecurity and the 

emerging risk of famine. Facilitated by EU Deputy Permanent Representative Silvio Gonzato, the meeting 

sought to develop and promote solutions to effectively address the continuing increase in global acute food 

insecurity. 

Technical Presentations: Experts from the Global Network Against Food Crises provided an overview of the 

acute food security situation in food crisis countries. In 2021, about 40 million more people experienced 

acute food insecurity compared to 2020, bringing the total to 193 million people in 53 countries and 
territories. 
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They also expressed their concern for 20 hunger hotspot countries whose acute food insecurity 

situation is likely deteriorating in the coming months. From 43 million people in January 2022, the 

number of people projected to be at risk of falling into famine has significantly increased to 49 million 

across 46 countries. The experts offered the following recommendations:  

 Close monitoring of the countries and populations most at risk;

 Ensuring access to food markets as essential services;

 Discouraging export bans, and encouraging more efforts to protect food producers, processors, and

retailers;

 Strengthening cooperation and coordination, and making responses more transparent and inclusive

(putting affected populations at the centre);

 Investing in sustainable food systems to be more climate resilient and supporting diversification;

 Strengthening the capacity of civil society actors and involving communities and local organizations;

 Scaling up humanitarian assistance and ensuring humanitarian access; and

 Generating the political will and elevating collective diplomatic action.

David Nabarro noted that the global food situation was already under pressure prior to the Ukraine war, 

with mounting food insecurity driven by climate change, increasing conflicts and COVID-19. This already 

dramatic situation was worsened by the conflict in Ukraine with food, fertilizer and fuel prices rising 

steeply. He also provided an overview from the first brief of the GCRG revealing that people in 94 countries 

are particularly exposed to higher costs of living because of shocks to their food, energy, and finance 

systems. Up to 1.7 billion people in these countries are potentially at risk of deepening poverty. David 

Nabarro reported that in its second brief released on June 8th 2022, the GCRG proposes:   

 Recognition that millions of people are being affected by a serious and rapidly worsening cost-of-living

crisis that needs action by all stakeholders;

 Action to stabilize markets (releasing crops from Ukraine, establishing new supply routes, increasing

local production, reducing waste, avoiding export bans, transparency on stocks and interventions,

increasing amounts of fertilizer on global markets including product from Russia and Belarus, enabling

smallholder farmers to access to fertilizer now in Africa, but also in other regions in coming months);

 Support for widespread targeted social protection, with particular focus on needs of women and

children for good nutrition, through actions by governments, farmer organisations, indigenous

peoples, civil society and other relevant actors); and

 The prompt identification of populations in crisis accompanied by well-organized and adequately

financed humanitarian assistance.

Outcomes and solutions 

Member States recognized that the global food crisis was apparent before the war in Ukraine, however 

the war has highlighted the urgency of addressing global food insecurity and the need to find sustainable 

and inclusive solutions to the current food crisis. The following recommendations were made: 

1. A comprehensive short-, medium- and long-term approach that addresses the root causes of food

insecurity: While there were widespread calls for increased resources to food security, Member

States noted the importance of adopting a more comprehensive and coordinated approach to their

collective response, considering short-, medium- and long-term strategies and goals to better

address the root causes of food insecurity. There was consensus among participants on the critical

importance of addressing the current global food security crisis in an integrated manner with a

prioritization of countries most at risk and most vulnerable populations.



2. Strengthening agri-food systems with a focus on the integration of small holder farmers and

vulnerable groups into policies and action: Member States also called for increased efforts and

investment in strengthening resilience and self-sufficiency of agri-food systems. Some member

states also noted that small scale farmers and vulnerable groups such as women, need to be fully

integrated in policies and actions tackling food insecurity. Member States also stressed the need for

more anticipatory action and improved early warning systems to better address the food security

crisis.

3. Increasing the consideration of conflict-induced hunger into the work of the Security Council,

including implementation of UNSCR 2417: UN Security Council Members in attendance noted that

the Council had a key role to play in New York when it comes to conflict-induced food insecurity,

however they expressed the need to better integrate conflict-induced hunger into the work of the

Council and to fully implement Resolution 2417 (2018). UN Security Council Members in attendance

also called for more early warning reports to the UN Security Council (‘White Notes’) when there is

a risk of conflict-induced food insecurity and famine. Other drivers of food insecurity beyond conflict,

such as climate change, were also discussed by some Member States. Continued pressure from

Member States for more reporting and early warning to the UN Security Council when there is a risk

of conflict induced acute food insecurity and famine risk was agreed upon.

4. Strengthening the coordination and coherence of global initiatives: Member States noted that

there is a need for better coordination and clarity with respect to the different initiatives recently

launched to tackle the global food crises and for greater vertical coordination among these initiatives

at global, regional, and national levels, and increased attention in and coherence across the UN

bodies. There was strong recognition of the vital role the UN can play in coordinating efforts, notably

through the work of the Global Crisis Response Group (GCRG), but also recognizing the importance

of the Global Network Against Food Crises as a facilitating platform and support to the GCRG.

Ensuring that the existing structures and solutions proposed from the Food Systems Summit are fully

utilised as part of solutions making, was agreed upon. The request from delegates for further

evidence-based and regular policy discussions - to better articulate NY policy makers’ contribution

to this effort, was noted.

5. Issuing timely, consensus-based data to inform policy work, in particular projections of global food

insecurity: While Member States in attendance welcomed and commended the data and reports

offered by the Global Network and emphasised the criticality of timely and credible data for

policymaking in response to the current global crisis, many Member States also called for greater

consensus around the data offered, including projections, stressing the importance of fighting

disinformation. There were several questions concerning the outlook of Global Food Security in the

coming years, noting that the global situation may further worsen in 2023. There was consensus on

the need for more/continuing provision of consensus-based data to inform effective policy making,

whilst ensuring access to such data and analysis to decision makers at all levels.



Founded by the European Commission, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

(FAO) and the World Food Programme (WFP) the Global Network Against Food Crises engages key 

organizations – governments, resource partners, regional institutions, development and 

humanitarian agencies and civil society – to better link, integrate and guide existing initiatives, 

partnerships, programmes and policy processes to sustainably address the root causes of food crises 

to prevent famine and reduce and end food insecurity. The Global Network provides key support to 

the Secretary-General’s Global Crisis Response Group (GCRG) on Food, Energy, and Finance, 

specifically leveraging its evidence, not least the May 2022 Global Food Crises Report and the June 

2022 Hunger Hotspot Report, alongside the convening of ‘strategic dialogues’ to support the Food 

workstream led by Mr. David Nabarro. 
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