
 

KEY TAKEAWAYS 

 

Overarching considerations  

 The Global Report on Food Crises 2019 highlights that for the third consecutive year, over 

100 million people suffer from acute hunger and malnutrition and that this is just the tip 

of the iceberg. Conflict and insecurity are the primary drivers of acute food insecurity, 

followed by climate shocks and economic turbulence. With an additional 143 million 

people living in Stressed food insecurity, there is a risk of a significant rise in acute food 

insecurity unless we address the root causes of these food crises and accelerate the 

transformation of our agriculture and food systems. 1 

 

 Food systems worldwide are being strained by multiple simultaneous threats such as 

burgeoning population, dietary changes, environmental degradation, climate variability, 

natural disasters, employment uncertainty, and instability of the global markets. As a 

result, food crises are likely to become increasingly common, with potential 

unprecedented regional and global impacts.  

 

 If current trends continue and we fail to address the underlying and interconnected 

social, economic, and environmental causes of food crises, not only we will be unable to 

deliver on our commitment to eradicate hunger by 2030, we will  be unable to achieve 

the other SDGs, which endeavor to ‘leave no-one behind’. Ultimately, we risk the further 

worsening of food crises.  

 

 By working together, local communities, governments, regional actors and humanitarian 

and development partners have been able to prevent extreme forms of hunger from 

spreading in many fragile and conflict-affected contexts. However, still too many people 

remain vulnerable to food insecurity and malnutrition, trapped in poverty and unable to 

equitably access or participate in development opportunities and gains enjoyed by others.   

 

 The latest evidence also shows that we can do more to align humanitarian interventions 

with preventative, resilience-oriented development actions in order to address immediate 

needs and tackle underlying causes of hunger, malnutrition and vulnerability in a multi-

sectoral and mutually reinforcing manner. This must include those actors engaged at all 

                                                           
1This number complements the evidence reported by The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World 2018 (former SOFI), 

which identifies 821 million undernourished people, representing the scale of chronic food insecurity worldwide 



 

levels in improving the prospects for and sustaining peace, as well as developing social 

protection systems in accordance with humanitarian and sustainable development 

principles. 

 

 Evidence also shows that resources allocated to prevention and risk management are 

much better invested and more cost-effective than resources spent on post-crisis response 

management. Further, it is evident that by transforming agri-food systems into equitable, 

resilient, inclusive and sustainable systems, they will become a key part of the solution to 

food crises, and if supported by political commitment, they can contribute to overcoming 

poverty and inequality, and mitigating environmental degradation and the effects of 

climate change, conflict, and other underlying fragilities. 

 

 Interventions should be informed by sound and agreed upon evidence and analyses. Food 

security is a dynamic concept, so its measurement should not be carried out in a static 

manner. Frequent, consistent and high-quality data covering food security and nutrition 

must help drive joint humanitarian and development responses. 

 

 The challenges facing agriculture, food security and nutrition should not be overshadowed 

by a too narrow focus on migration and security concerns. The transformation of our 

agriculture and food systems for food security and improved nutrition is closely related to 

these issues, and they should be seen as part of the solution to the challenges they raise. 

 

Consequently, from the various discussions held at the High-level Event, it emerged that there is the 

need to continue to: 

 Address not only the symptoms of food crises but also focus on their root causes, taking 

into account the global, regional, national and sub-national dimensions of the risks. 

 

 Work together to promote greater coherence and better effectiveness of collective efforts 

across the Humanitarian-Development-Peace (HDP) nexus in close collaboration with 

government, civil society, private sector, academia, finance, and local and indigenous 

communities, recognizing the central role of women and youth in effecting change. 

 

 Collaborate effectively and across sectors along a system approach, involving diverse 

actors to address multidimensional drivers of fragility and vulnerability through their work 

on peace and insecurity, human rights, social protection, gender equality, equitable access 

to land, education, energy, environment (soil, forestry, biodiversity, etc.), climate change, 



 

water and sanitation. This aims to deliver a more inclusive holistic equitable, resilient, and 

sustainable set of context-specific responses and solutions. 

 

 Advocate for reliable, consistent, frequent, and high-quality food security and nutrition 

data. This entails sustaining investments in national and regional food security information 

systems and the inclusion of new technologies in the field of food security and nutrition 

analysis, especially considering the increase of predictive capacity and early warnings. 

 

 Advocate for the observance of and compliance with international law and international 

humanitarian law as laid out in UN Security Council Resolution 2417 by all relevant actors 

to reduce the impact of conflicts on food security. 

The Global Network Against Food Crises2 engaging with other relevant actors should play a critical 

role in the global governance architecture for food and nutrition security. A key goal of the Global 

Network is to accelerate the transformation and build the resilience of the agri-good systems 

through focused and action-oriented solutions to food and nutrition crises.  

In this regard, the Global Network: 

 Offers a platform for the international community to coordinate concerted and coherent 

actions towards preventing food and nutrition crises, mitigating their impacts by 

responding to humanitarian needs, and boosting resilient and sustainable post-crisis 

recovery and rehabilitation, thus contributing to transformation of agriculture and food 

systems. 

 

 Establishes a multi-stakeholder mechanism that can foster the adoption of an agreed upon 

long-term vision among key stakeholders in a multi-sectoral perspective and across the 

following three interlinked dimensions: 

 

1. Generating evidence- and consensually-based information and analysis of the food 
insecurity situation; 

2. Leveraging strategic investments to prevent and respond to food crises across the HDP 
nexus; 

3. Fostering political uptake and coordination for integrated approaches across the HDP 
nexus also establishing linkages with other sectors (e.g. health and sanitation) that 
influence and contribute to food and nutrition security.  

A set of principles will inspire the Global Network’s effort: 

                                                           
2 From here on in this document, the Global Network Against Food Crises is cited with the abbreviation Global 
Network for easy reference.  



 

a. The centrality of resilient and sustainable agri-food systems in preventing food and 

nutrition crises, mitigating their impact and boosting recovery and rehabilitation for its 

transformation;  

b. The need to inform policies and actions to fight food and nutrition insecurity with careful 

understanding of complex dynamics and drivers of risk and vulnerability such as conflict 

and insecurity, climate change, environmental degradation, and demographic change; 

c. The need to articulate evidence-based prevention and response interventions at local, 

national, regional and global levels. 

d. The need to address the risk and vulnerabilities as well as priorities of local rural 

communities involved in agriculture by adopting a territorial approach that is supported by 

national policies; 

e. The need to promote an open and flexible governance structure whereby partners 

contribute to the objectives of the Global Network by acting in the domains (e.g. 

generating evidence and/or leveraging strategic risk informed investments) and levels (e.g. 

country/regional) that are appropriate to their complementary interests and mandates; 

Finally, the Global Network is encouraged to move ahead with its work through a series of actions 

in order to: 

 Work in collaboration with other initiatives and stakeholders involved in the promotion of 

food security and nutrition in food crises to pursue complementarity and coherence in a 

multi-sectoral perspective.   

 

 Promote the centrality of food security, nutrition, agriculture and rural livelihoods in 

preventing food crises as well as promote strategic programming to drive coherent and 

complimentary investments in agri-food systems transformation, prevention and response 

to food crises through evidence-based analysis.  

 

 Undertake consultations to define an appropriate governance structure including actors, 

deliverables and flow of information across the global, regional and national levels to 

facilitate and enhance the effectiveness of the Global Network. 

 

Under the first dimension “Generating evidence- and consensually-based information and analysis”, 

the Global Network through the Food Security Information Network (FSIN) will continue to produce 

an annual edition of the Global Report on Food Crises, which is internationally recognized as a 

technical, consensus-based reference point, found on country, regional and global data and 

analyses of acute food insecurity and malnutrition. The report is a public good that informs the 

international community on the status of major food and nutrition crises, projected trends linked 

to the main socio-economic, climate and environmental risk-drivers, whilst further sharpening the 



 

analysis of the impact of displacement on food security. Since food security risks and trends are 

dynamic, the Global Report on Food Crises will be augmented by a web-based monitoring system 

to provide real time updates and early warning on the food insecurity and malnutrition situation 

on the ground, and by a mid-term global update report focusing on priority countries.  

Under the second dimension, “Leveraging strategic investments to prevent and respond to food 

crises across the HDP nexus”, the Global Network will produce an annual companion report, the 

provisional title of which is “Global Report on Food Crises Prevention and Responses”. Given the 

aspiration of the Global Network to promote the operationalization of the HDP nexus in the area 

of food crises and food systems’ transformation, this companion report will contain elements of 

analysis of the relevant response actions and policies at national, regional and global levels. In line 

with the scope of the Global Report on Food Crises, this second report will provide evidence on 

the response to food crises and the status of investments along the HDP nexus, thus contributing 

to monitor the progresses towards the coordination and alignment of objectives and efforts under 

the framework of the Global Network. The first edition of the report will be possibly launched at 

the UN General Assembly in September 2019.  

Under the third dimension, “Fostering political uptake and coordination for integrated approaches 

across the HDP nexus”, the Global Network will continue to support and promote mechanisms of 

coordination at country, regional and global level in order to allow a higher level political uptake 

and encourage enhanced coordination with other actors working on relevant sectors such as 

peace, environment, and climate to more effectively prevent and respond to food crises.  

 

 

Brussels, 3 April 2019 

The European Commission hosted the event on behalf of the  


